
ŻiguŻajg is back for its 14th edition! 

ŻiguŻajg International Arts Festival for Children and Young People returns from the 15th-24th
November 2024 with a programme of events that includes no less than 14 projects especially
created for audiences of children and young people aged between 0-16 years. The programme
includes internationally-acclaimed shows from the UK, USA, Romania, Italy  and Scotland, as
well as co-productions with public cultural organisations, and commissions by the finest Maltese
creatives. 

The 14th edition programme will comprise a plethora of creative forms; from original musicals,
dance, physical theatre, films, re-adaptations of iconic literature classics as well as new writing. 

Put Your Heart Into It (Italy)

Target Age Recommendation: 5-7 years
Language: Non-Verbal
Duration: 50 minutes
Type of Event: Theatre, Sketch

Venue: Spazju Kreattiv, Studio B

About the Show:

Put Your Heart Into It is a delightful, non-verbal puppet show filled with humor and
emotion. Using only looks, music, and smiles, the talented actress brings puppets and
objects to life, transforming them into charming characters that will capture the hearts of
young audiences. This poetic, cabaret-style performance is an elegant family show
designed to make everyone smile, dream, and appreciate the beauty of life's simplest
moments.

Creative Team:

● Director & Performer: Pamela Mastrorosa



● FETCH! (Romania)

Target Age Recommendation: 5-7 years
Language: English
Duration: 35-45 minutes
Type of Event: Puppetry

Venue: Spazju Kreattiv, Studio B

About the Show:

FETCH! is an amusing dog training demonstration featuring Arthur, a dog who’s almost
always good at everything. From jumping rope and reading to juggling balloons, roller
skating, singing, and dancing—Arthur can do it all! But today, things are a little different.
Arthur’s debut seems promising, but will he complete his tricks without any mishaps?

This light-hearted and unpredictable performance will keep children giggling and
guessing. It’s perfect for young audiences who love surprises and laughter as Arthur's
antics unfold in hilarious ways.

Creative Team:

● Director: Alina Neagoe
● Dog Trainer: Alina Neagoe
● Puppeteers: Luca Drăghici and Florentina Bălan



Chasing Rainbows (Malta)

Target Age Recommendation: 0-2 years
Language: English
Duration: 35-45 minutes
Type of Event: Theatre, Music

Venue: Spazju Kreattiv, Studio A

NB: No School Shows just General Public Shows

The shows below are not available for school bookings however we encourage
you to share the full programme with your students to enjoy with their families.

About the Show:

Step into a world of enchantment with Chasing Rainbows, a unique theatre production
specially designed for the youngest members of our audience. This immersive journey
invites babies and toddlers to discover the magic of colors through a giant, interactive
book.

The story follows Georgie, a non-verbal friend who, like babies, experiences the world in
vivid colors. Alongside Ryan, an energetic and playful explorer, they stumble upon a
giant book filled with black-and-white pages that resemble a playable piano carpet. As
they turn each page, their world transforms into a kaleidoscope of colors, with every new
hue unveiling an exciting part of their journey.

Creative Team:

● Script Writer: Ryan Galea
● Director: Joseph Galea
● Performer:Maria Galea
● Set & Prop Designer: Philip Taliana
● Musician: Albert Garzia
● Lighting: Fabio Mifsud



Skydiver (Greece, UK)

Target Age Recommendation: 2-4 years
Language: Non-Verbal
Duration: 45 minutes
Type of Event: Physical Theatre, Dance

Venue: Teatru Manoel, Studio Theatre

NB: No School Shows just General Public Shows

The shows below are not available for school bookings however we encourage
you to share the full programme with your students to enjoy with their families.

About the Show:

Skydiver invites you and your little ones to soar through fluffy clouds, where flocks of
birds and butterflies flutter by. This multi-sensory dance experience is an enchanting
encounter in the skies, perfect for families.

Join Georgie, a whimsical character, alongside an energetic cast of explorers as they turn
an ordinary moment into an enchanting aerial adventure. Created by Greek dance artist,
dramaturg, and director Xenia Aidonopoulou, this visually captivating dance-theatre
work uses movement, sound, and stunning visuals to create a magical atmosphere that
will fascinate even the youngest audience members.

Note: This performance includes a small amount of flashing lights, haze, and the sound
of thunderclaps.

Creative Team:

● Concept & Direction: Xenia Aidonopoulou
● Created with: Lydia Walker, (JJ) William James, Philip Hulford, Yu-Chien Cheng
● Performers: Lydia Walker, (JJ) William James, Philip Hulford, Yu-Chien Cheng, Jordan

Ajadi
● Music Composition: Jonny Pilcher
● Costume Design:Mayou Trikerioti
● Puppet & ‘Clouds’ Design: Alison Alexander
● Lighting Design: Chris Burr, Xenia Aidonopoulou
● Creative Producer: Lia Prentaki
● Production Managers: Chris Burr, Paul Barnes & Ben Moon
● Costume Maker: Caroline Husband



● Prop Maker:Mavi Curiel
● Puppet Maker: Amber Donovan Kahn

________________________________________________________________

The Trial of Nina (Malta)

Director & Producer: Gianluca Mifsud
Writer & Music/Sound:Mark Ciantar
Co-Production Manager: Sara Gauci
Light Design: Gianluca Bianco
Set Design & Construction: Andrew Micallef
ASM: Nikolai Azzopardi

Venue: Sala San Duminku, Valletta

About the Show:

Nina has finally turned thirteen and has been eagerly waiting for this day. However,
instead of waking up to birthday cake in bed, she finds herself facing a Court of Grouchy
Grown-Ups who demand that she prove she is grown up enough to be thirteen. How does
one even prove that?

"The Trial of Nina" is an immersive theatre experience where you are invited to join the
jury of the Court of Adults. With your help, Nina should be able to win her case and find
her way back home to her family.

But one question lingers in Nina's mind… do we ever really grow up?

Performance Details:

Duration: 60 minutes

Language: English / Maltese

Age Rating: 12+



Up In the Clouds (Malta)

Director:Michael Farrugia
Playwright: Kyra Lautier
Dramaturg: Rowena Zammit

Venue: Sala San Duminku, Valletta

About the Show:

Join Timothy and Luna on their wacky escapades through cherished memories and
dreamy landscapes as they seek to reunite with Karen. Witness Timothy transform into a
frog prince as he confronts his fears and reconnects with Karen to find closure and
acceptance.

At the heart of their journey is a touching poem titled "Somewhere I'd Like to Be,"
written by Timothy and Luna as they navigate this enchanting odyssey together. This
delightful tale promises a blend of imaginative storytelling and heartfelt lessons about
friendship, coping with loss, and the power of acceptance.

Performance Details:

● Duration: 40-45 minutes
● Language: English
● Age Rating: 8-10



AIda (Malta)

Venue: Spazju Kreattiv, Theatre

About the Show:

What happens when AIda, a rebellious girl, finds herself trapped inside a video game
being developed by her mother, Gloria?

Join AIda as she navigates the perilous challenges of a game loosely based on the
adventures of Pinocchio, discovering what it truly takes to grow up in a digital world.

Performance Details:

● Duration: 1 hour
● Language: English
● Age Rating: 10+

Creative Team:

● Scriptwriter: Jes Camilleri
● Direction: Jes Camilleri / Chris Gatt
● Sound Design:Michael Quinton
● Visual Design: Ivan Coleiro
● Light Design: Chris Gatt
● Props/Puppet Design: Paul Portelli, Pierre Stafrace, Liliana Portelli
● Costume Design: Liliana Portelli
● Actors/Puppeteers: Leah Grech, Charlotte Grech, Pierre Stafrace, Paul Portelli,

Liliana Portelli
● Live Musician:Michael Quinton



Peter & The Wolf (Malta)

Presented by: TOI TOI in collaboration with ŻiguŻajg Festival 2024

Venue: Teatru Manoel, Main Stage

About the Show:

TOI TOI invites you to experience Peter & The Wolf, a delightful reimagining of a
beloved classic. Originally composed in 1936 by Sergei Prokofiev as an engaging
introduction to orchestral instruments, this new production infuses a fresh burst of fun
and family-friendly excitement.

With vibrant new arrangements by Veronique Vella and conducted byMusical Director
Tom Newhall, the show features a lively cast of musical characters that will enchant and
entertain young audiences. Peter & The Wolf promises an immersive and joyful
introduction to the magic of live music.

Performance Details:

● Duration: 1 hour
● Language: English
● Age Rating: 5+

Creative Team:

● Director & Adaptation: Kate Fenech Field
● Music Director: Tom Newall
● Choreographer: Rochelle Gatt
● Stage Design: Adrian Mamo
● Lighting Design:Marvic Sultana
● Assistant Stage Manager: Nicole Sciberras



SALTICE - ġrajja ta’ melħ u silġ (Malta)

Composer & Director: Ruben Zahra
Written by: Susanne Felicitas Wolf
Language:Maltese
Duration: 1 hour
Age Rating: 8+

Venue: Teatru Manoel, Main Stage

About the Show:

SALTICE is a captivating children's opera by Ruben Zahra that brings the magic of
paper art to life through stunning origami costumes and set designs. The story follows the
adventure of Katharina and her brotherMartin as they journey through the salt mines
and ice caves of the alpine mountains. This fairy-tale world is represented with intricate
pop-up paper sculptures, revealed on stage by the narrator and projected as a magical
backdrop.

The performance features a contemporary aesthetic reflected in dynamic choreography
and a unique score that includes a children's choir, piano, and an electronic soundtrack.
SALTICE was produced by the Bad Ischl Salzkammergut European Capital of Culture
and premiered in Laakirchen, Austria, in February 2024.

Creative Team:

● Composer and Director: Ruben Zahra
● Writer: Susanne Felicitas Wolf
● Translator: Trevor Zahra
● Choreographer: Pamela Kerr
● Pianist: Tricia Dawn Williams
● Choirmaster: Gillian Zammit
● Costumes & Props: Polly Verity and Kaori Kato
● Pop-up Paper Sculptures: Peter Dahmen



Dr. Zen and the Topsy Turvy World (Malta)

Presented by: Opening Doors Association
Language:Maltese and English
Duration: 30 minutes
Age Rating: 8+

Venue: Spazju Kreattiv, Theatre

About the Show:

Dr. Zen and the Topsy Turvy World is a performance that delves into mental health
issues, particularly focusing on stress and anxiety. Meet Dr. Zen, a wise and magical
figure who knows how to bring calm when life feels chaotic. The show explores Dr.
Zen’s origins, how he confronts chaos, and how he can be summoned whenever his help
is needed.

Through engaging storytelling, Dr. Zen will teach the audience practical tools to
overcome difficulties and manage their feelings, guiding young viewers toward finding
their inner peace.

Creative Team:

● Creative Director: Douglas Comely
● Stage Manager: Sandra Mifsud



Princess Hemiola and the Enchanting Rhythms (Malta)

Presented by: TOI TOI in collaboration with ŻiguŻajg Festival 2024
Language: English
Duration: 40 minutes
Age Rating: 8-10

Venue: Teatru Manoel, Studio Theatre

About the Show:

Princess Hemiola and the Enchanting Rhythms takes audiences on an exciting
adventure as Princess Hemiola, fed up with her dull surroundings, yearns for something
more thrilling. Enter Ritmio, a boy blessed with the magical gift of guitar-playing and a
magical guitar!

Guided by Clare Ghigo, this captivating story weaves together music from renowned
composers such as Purcell, Handel, Bach, Marin, Caccini, and Romero, all set to lively
flamenco rhythms. Get ready for a vibrant musical journey filled with energy and
wonder!

Creative Team:

● Director & Writer: Clare Ghigo



Miti Miti (Malta)

Presented by: Teatru Malta
Language:Maltese
Duration: 45-60 minutes
Age Rating: 7+

Venue: Teatru Salesjan, Sliema

About the Show:

Step into the whimsical world ofMiti Miti, inspired by The Orchard Book of First Greek
Myths, a delightful collection authored by the UK-based Maltese storyteller Saviour
Pirotta. This November, the newly refurbished Teatru Salesjan will host an interactive
experience where children become the decision-makers in the storytelling.

Under the direction of Sean Buhagiar, young audiences will vote on which of the ten
legendary Greek myths they want to witness. Will they choose the clever Odysseus with
his wooden horse, the brave Perseus facing the fearsomeMedusa, or the fascinating
Arachne, the spider-woman? Perhaps they will fly with Pegasus or dive into the
adventures of Arion, the dolphin boy, in search of golden treasures.

In this engaging performance, children don’t just watch—they shape the story. It’s a
thrilling way to explore these classic myths while participating in the adventure!

Creative Team:

● Director: Sean Buhagiar
● Script Writer: Saviour Pirotta



luzAzul, An Opera for Babies (New York)

Presented by:Malena Dayen
Language: Non-verbal (mix of English, Spanish, and French)
Duration: 30 minutes
Age Rating: 0-2

Venue: Valletta Campus Theatre (EX Mitp)

NB: No School Shows just General Public Shows

The shows below are not available for school bookings however we encourage
you to share the full programme with your students to enjoy with their families.

About the Show:

luzAzul is an enchanting 30-minute immersive operatic experience designed specifically
for babies aged 0-2 and their caregivers. This unique performance explores themes of
symmetry, emotional awareness, and the connections formed through interaction.

In this opera, two performers guide the audience through a journey of exploration and
bonding, inviting babies to play, interact, and make sounds. The sounds and movements
of the babies become an integral part of the storytelling, allowing them to influence the
music and narrative as the performers sing and move. This collaborative experience aims
to awaken the child within all of us, showcasing the joy of combined elements of music,
dance, scenic design, and interactive technology.

Creative Team:

● Stage Director & Design:Malena Dayen
● Composer: David Rosenmeyer
● Choreographer: Troy Ogilvie
● Tech Designer: Sangmin Chae
● Performers: Samarie Alicea, Sam Ogilvie



The Dentities (USA, UK, Malta)

Presented by: Francesca Tennant
Language: English & Maltese
Duration: 1 hour
Age Rating: 9-12

Venue: Xewkija Primary School and Sala San Duminku, Valletta

About the Show:

The Dentites is an engaging exploration of identity and possibilities, framed through
playful and relatable themes. The performance features a vibrant cast of characters that
include a dancer, a tailor, a bookworm, a sailor, and more. Each character embodies
various traits—clumsy, funny, film-nerd, thief—which leads to the overarching questions
of who we are and who we could be.

As the narrative unfolds, the audience is invited to reflect on the myriad possibilities of
self-identity and the challenges of making choices in a world full of options.

Creative Team:

● Co-creator & Performer: Toph Enany
● Co-creator & Performer: Julienne Restall
● Co-creator & Director: Francesca Tennant



But I See Beauty and Wonder...

Presented by: Spazju Kreattiv, in collaboration with Arts Council Malta

Language: English

Duration: Ongoing Exhibition

Age Rating: All Ages

Venues: Spazju Kreattiv, Valletta

About the Exhibition:

But I See Beauty & Wonder... is an evocative exhibition that showcases how art can
transform our perspective on the world, inviting us to find beauty in unexpected places. It
encourages audiences to see wonder even in things that might initially appear ugly or
intimidating. In daily life, there are many moments that make us feel uneasy or saddened,
but when viewed through the lens of art, these experiences can take on new, often
beautiful dimensions.

The artists involved start with subjects that are typically labeled as "ugly" or
"frightening," including personal struggles or societal challenges. Through creativity and
imagination, they turn these subjects into works of art that evoke wonder, beauty, and
fascination.

The exhibition emphasizes that beauty is subjective—different people see beauty in
different things. Each artist presents a unique perspective, blurring the line between what
is considered beautiful and what is not. This approach challenges viewers to think in new
ways, prompting them to appreciate all aspects of life, both the difficult and the
delightful.

This exhibition is organized by Spazju Kreattiv as part of the ŻiguŻajg Festival, in
collaboration with Arts Council Malta. The participation of Fabio Viola and Andrea
Carpentieri is proudly supported by the Italian Cultural Institute of Valletta.

This exhibition will host 6 workshops, 2 of which will be open to schools, 4 of which will
be open to the public (2 during the festival, 1 a week before the festival and 1 after the
festival has finished). The workshops for schools are explained below.



Creative Team:

Curator: Spazju Kreattiv

Artists: Fabio Viola, Andrea Carpentieri, and other collaborators

Mini Photography Masterclass with Katel Delia (as part of the Exhibition)

Presented by: Katel Delia

Language: English

Duration: 60 minutes

Age Rating: 9-11

Type:Workshop

Date: Tuesday, 19th November

Time: 10:30 AM

Venue: Spazju Kreattiv, Space A

About the Workshop:

Photographer Katel Delia invites students to a hands-on Mini Photography Masterclass
designed to spark creativity and introduce key photography concepts. The workshop
features six stations, each set up with different compositions for participants to capture
using cameras and tripods provided on-site. Katel will guide students through the basics
of capturing light, shadow, and composition, helping them to develop their skills and
creativity. Digital copies of the photos will be shared with each participating school after
the session.

In a unique twist, this workshop offers the chance for an exciting cross-cultural
collaboration. Students will create a diptych of photos alongside students from a
partnering school in Paris. These collaborative works will be exhibited at Le 104, a
renowned art venue in Paris, showcasing the creative exchange between young artists
from Malta and France

Creative Team:

Workshop Leader: Katel Delia



Portrait Drawing with Shweta Urane
Presented by: Shweta Urane
Language: English
Duration: 60 minutes
Age Rating: 9-11
Type:Workshop
Date: Thursday, 21st November
Time: 10:30 AM
Venue: Spazju Kreattiv, Space A

About the Workshop:
In this creative and engaging Portrait Drawing workshop, students will explore the art of
capturing faces by learning to exaggerate and simplify facial features in fun and
imaginative ways. The session will introduce participants to basic drawing techniques
while encouraging them to bring out the personality and essence of their subjects, often
with a humorous twist.

The workshop is designed to tie in closely with the ongoing exhibit at Spazju Kreattiv,
where 700 printed faces are displayed in the Atrium. This environment provides a
unique opportunity for students to connect deeply with the exhibition's theme, offering
inspiration and encouraging them to engage more thoroughly with the broader artistic
experience.

Creative Team:
Workshop Leader: Shweta Urane


